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“Discipleship is what happens when we walk through life together, 
showing one another how to pray, study the Bible, grow in Christ, 
and lead others to Christ.” 
David Platt 
 
“Discipleship is the process of training people incrementally in some 
discipline or way of life.” 
 
“Becoming and being a flourishing follower of Jesus who embodies 
the character of Christ by engaging in a lifelong, personal pursuit of 
holistic transformation, and doing so in a like-minded community of 
faith, which is corporately committed to being and making 
disciples.” 
The Gospel Message in the Early Church 
 
“Someone who follows another person or another way of life and 
who submits to the discipline (teaching) of that leader or way.” 
Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible 
 

1. TO BE A DISCIPLE IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES! 

 
A. Effective Christians MUST know how to make disciples. 
 
B. The Great Commission 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” 
Matthew 28:19-20 NKJV 
 



2. WE SHARE THE WORD. 

 
A. Christians are to share the gospel as we live according to the 
gospel. We are to tell people about the power of God to save sinners 
from their sins, by the shed blood of Jesus.  
 
B. The eleven disciples were to tell others, those who did not know 
Jesus as they did, about the love of God and His desire for their 
salvation. Today, the Spirit of God inside of us compels us to do no 
less—speak the gospel! 
 
C. Handling FEAR or SHAME 
 
Luke 9:26 NLT 
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in the 
glory of the Father and the holy angels.” 
 
Mark 8:38 NLT 
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous 
and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person 
when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”” 
 
Romans 1:16-17 NLT 
“For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first 
and also the Gentile. This Good News tells us how God makes us 
right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. 
As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person 
has life.”” 
Romans 1:16-17 NLT 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. WE SHOW THE WORD. 

 
A. Once persons commit to Christ, we BAPTIZE them. Baptism 
symbolizes identification with Christ and inclusion in the body of 
Christ. Contrary to much modern-day practice, newly saved 
converts, are not to be left alone. The task of fellow and more 
mature Christians is to now show them how to follow Christ on a 
daily basis. Their learning is definitely not confined to a meeting in 
a classroom space once a week. 
 
B. God has designed disciples-making to benefit both the new 
convert and the teacher. To teach others to pray, leaders have to 
pray themselves. Those actively making disciples become better or 
more mature disciples while discipling others. 
 
 

4. We TEACH THE WORD. 

 
A. God’s commission to disciples includes “teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you.” As His followers and now carriers 
of His Word, we are to reproduce the Word, not just receive it and 
hoard it. Some clearly have this gift of teaching: 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ,” 
Ephesians 4:11-12 NKJV 
 
“However, every person is commanded to saturate his or her words 
with those of Christ. We are to teach people all that Christ has 
taught us.” 
David Platt 
 
 



5. WE SERVE THE WORLD. 

 
A. God’s command is to take the gospel into ALL the world—this is 
far beyond our own neighborhood—in fact, if this command is 
heeded, the entire world itself has become our neighborhood.  
 
B. Nations as used in the Great Commission is not referring to 
physical or geographical regions of the world. Instead the reference 
is to ALL the varying tribes, families, clans, peoples, etc.—what we 
call people groups today. Biblical examples include the Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites, just to name 
a few. 
 
C. Today, there are over 11,000 people groups in the world. These 
vary in language, heritage, and culture, yet the command is not to 
take the gospel to only specific ones, but to “make disciples of ALL 
nations.” 
 
 
ACTIONS OF JESUS’ DISCIPLES 
 
A. Obey His Commands 
 
John 1:31 NLT 
“Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my 
disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings.” 
 
B. Love One Another 
 
John 13:34-35 NLT 
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. 
Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for 
one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”” 
 
C. Bear Much Fruit 
 
John 15:8 NLT 



“When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This 
brings great glory to my Father.” 
 
D. Make Disciples (not an option) 
 
Matthew 28:19 NLT 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
 
E. Deny Yourself 
 
Luke 9:23 NLT 
“Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 
you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and 
follow me.” 
 
 
“SALVATION IS FREE (to you and me) BUT DISCIPLESHIP WILL 
COST YOU EVERYTHING.” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
 
 


